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Program Overview 
Enter the world of the 1920’s with your students at Shawnee Town 1929.  The Goin’ to Town 

program will give you a glimpse of what life was like in a small rural community of 553 citizens 

as they ran their businesses which served the 150+ farms in the area.  There will even be time to 

go to school!  This program is designed for first through fifth graders, but we can accommodate 

upper grades by request with no problem.  We’re happy to work with you. 

 

Goin’ to Town centers on Shawnee Town’s recreated town square in 1929 where you and your 

students will visit different businesses where 1920’s costumed museum interpreters offer a 

variety of interpreter-led, hands-on activities.  There will be opportunities to compare, contrast, 

and acquaint students with life in our small rural 1920’s town. The program meets Kansas 

“History, Government, and Social Studies” standards with detailed benchmark correlations, see 

specifics below. 

 

Curriculum Correlations  
Throughout all of the activities, your grade’s specific focus content and standards will be 

emphasized through interpreter remarks, historic photos, and other meaningful props. Please note 

the main benchmarks that relate to this field trip.  

 

You can easily meet the benchmarks we miss (1.4, 2.4, 3.4, 4.4, 5.3, and 5.4) in a post-field trip 

discussion or activity upon return to your classroom. Please see “Post-Visit Activity 

Suggestions” below for additional ideas on content reinforcement and lesson extensions.  

 

Focus Content Focus Standards Benchmarks 

First Grade – Families 

 

Rights and 

responsibilities 

2.1, 2.2, 2.3 

Second Grade - Then and Now (Past and Present) 

 

Continuity and 

change 

4.1, 4.2, 4.3 

 

Third Grade - Communities (Local History)  

 

Identities, beliefs, 

and practices 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

Fourth Grade-Kansas and Regions of the United 

States 

 

Dynamic 

relationships 

5.1, 5.2 

Fifth Grade-United States History (Beginnings 

through at least 1800) 

 

Choices have 

consequences and 

all of the above 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3 

and all of the 

above 
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Program Specifics: 
The program will last an hour and fifteen to thirty minutes. There will be a brief 15 minute 

welcome and introduction at the Visitor’s Center while parents pay and the students make final 

trips to the rest rooms.  The students will then spend 20 minutes at each of the stations listed 

below.  To close, an interactive wrap up at the Gazebo will draw together lessons learned. There 

will be dedicated time for their questions.  

   

 Stations 

Bousman Barber Shop – Students learn about the changes in barbering during the 1920’s 

in the recreated barber shop. Ladies’ hair fashions were changing dramatically.  Who do 

you think cut their hair?  Students will have the opportunity to pay two bits for a shave 

and a haircut, shine shoes, sit in the barber chair, compare 1920’s hair styles to their own, 

and learn about the increasing role women began to play in businesses.  

 

Harmony Schoolhouse – Students will have an opportunity to look around and marvel at 

what is and isn’t the same in our 1893 one room schoolhouse and their own.  They will 

do a lesson straight from a 1920’s reader and see how it compares to a reading lesson 

they have today.  They will look at how the world has changed by comparing a one 

hundred year old map with one from today.  How many countries were there in 1920? 

How many are there now? 

 

Garrett Grocery Store – Students will notice big differences in Mr. Garrett’s grocery store 

and chain grocery stores we use today. Grocery stores in the 1920’s were right on the 

cusp of the chain store development in the 1930’s. Students will take orders, shop for 

phone-in customers (or themselves!), stock shelves, and learn about paying on store 

credit. Advertising brought greater consumer awareness in the 1920’s and students will 

see who features prominently on some of the early ads and explore different product 

labels. 

 

Fisher Dealership – Students will explore this building as the stage for addressing 

automobile’s major impact on early twentieth century America - historically, socially, 

economically, politically, and geographically.  They will discover the impact of the 

automobile and the dealership on fostering economic growth and opportunities, how it 

impacted the lifestyles of the farmer and city dweller alike, and influenced everything 

from credit to fashion, technology to advertising, women’s independence, and even 

national parks!   

 

 Note: The original barber shop and grocery store still stand two blocks away from 

Shawnee Town 1929 Museum in downtown Shawnee. 
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Pre-Visit Activity Suggestions  

 Introduce visual observation skills. Let students describe in detail ordinary objects, such 

as a paintbrush, clothespin, or comb to their classmates. 

 Introduce vocabulary words and concepts that will be used by docents during the tour, 

such as a shoe shine, school reader, or store credit. 

 View attached 1920’s photos and use context clues to describe and make inferences from. 

 Before your visit to the museum, have students make a list of what they have in 

their backpack or what supplies they can find in the classroom. Compare with 

what they find in the one room school house.  

 Explore Shawnee Town 1929’s website to see pictures and read about Shawnee’s history 

of truck farming. https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee  

Post-Visit Activity Suggestions 

 Provide time for students to share general observations and reactions to field trip 

experiences, illustrate their favorite activity, or come up with comparisons of objects or 

jobs from today. Note: Deeper discussions can complete additional history benchmarks 

the field trip misses, see the “Curriculum Correlations” and standards table above. 

 Compare/contrast technology and how communication has changed from the 1920’s to 

today; practice 1920’s communicating by having students compose a hand-written letter 

versus an email or text. 

 Complete the attached worksheets below. 

Student Learning Objectives  

 Students will learn about Shawnee’s history and small town community life in the 

1920’s by engaging with hands-on learning with artifacts and professions. 

 Students will explore, identify, and explain artifacts as they related to 1920’s life. 

 Students will compare and contrast their own material culture, lives, and towns with 

those of people living and working in the 1920’s. 

 Students will learn the value of money, how far it stretched in the 1920’s, and how 

other forms of payment were becoming popular at that time. 

 Students will compare what it was like to be a student 100 years ago with today. 

 Students will experience what it was like to have a part-time paying job at a young 

age and assume partial responsibility for the place they are employed. 

 

As time permits - 

School groups are welcome to bring their lunches and eat at our town’s Gazebo and on the 

benches and picnic tables. If time permits after lunch, teachers and parents can supervise 

small groups of students to view the other open buildings and gardens in our town. 

 

https://www.shawneetown.org/history/truck_farming_in_shawnee
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 Visual Aids and Worksheets 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interior of Bousman’s Barber Shop, 1919. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 

 

Pflumm & Geiss Grocery Store, ca. 1911. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 
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 Dunbar School, Shawnee’s school for African Americans, ca. 1900. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 

 

Shawnee Public School students in the 1920’s.   

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 
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Fisher Dealership, ca. 1940. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 

 

Shawnee Speed Limit, 1929. 

Shawnee Town 1929 Collections 
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Recommended Resources 
 

Shawnee Town 1929 website and social media, for all things Shawnee local history, our 

educational programs, buildings, other local and national resources, and other 1920’s topics. 

 https://www.shawneetown.org/ and www.facebook.com/shawneetown1929    

 

Kansas Historical Society 

 https://www.kshs.org/ 

 

Barber Shops 

1919 Charlie Chaplin Barber Shop video clip; 8 minutes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dk1uEZfkWYA 

National Barber Museum and Hall of Fame 

  http://www.nationalbarbermuseum.org/ 

 

One room school houses 

 Brief overview of what a one room school house was like 

  http://www.americaslibrary.gov/es/ny/es_ny_school_1.html  

History of one room school houses 

http://www.courant.com/community/south-windsor/rnw-sw-south-windsor-one-

room-schoolhouse-0625-20150616-story.html 

 

Grocery Stores 

 Brief history of the supermarket 

  http://www.groceteria.com/about/a-quick-history-of-the-supermarket/ 

Grocery stores in the 1920’s, innovations, marketing, brands, etc.  

   https://progressivegrocer.com/1920s-decade-promise 

 

Book 

 

Ticket to the Twenties by Mary Blocksma, 1993. 

 

You are very welcome to borrow a copy from Shawnee Town 

1929 to help the students get a perspective on the decade.  

 

Please phone (913) 248-2360 to reserve a copy. 

 

 

 

 
Shawnee Town 1929 Museum 

11501 W. 57th St. 

Shawnee, KS 66203 

(913) 248-2360 

https://www.shawneetown.org/
http://www.facebook.com/shawneetown1929
https://www.kshs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dk1uEZfkWYA
http://www.nationalbarbermuseum.org/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/es/ny/es_ny_school_1.html
http://www.courant.com/community/south-windsor/rnw-sw-south-windsor-one-room-schoolhouse-0625-20150616-story.html
http://www.courant.com/community/south-windsor/rnw-sw-south-windsor-one-room-schoolhouse-0625-20150616-story.html
http://www.groceteria.com/about/a-quick-history-of-the-supermarket/
https://progressivegrocer.com/1920s-decade-promise

